
ADDENDUM

Investment in contraceptive services feeds into maternal health services and prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of STDs/STIs 

“Direct” benefits:
• Medical – e.g., Prenatal, obstetric, post partum care 

“Indirect” benefits:
• Non-medical – e.g., Individual, community social and economic development
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Costs and Benefits of Investing in Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare

CURRENT USERS
Cost of providing modern 
contraceptive services to 

current users in the 
developing world 

$7.1 billion (2003)*

UNMET NEED
Cost of providing modern 

contraceptive services to meet
the unmet need in the 

developing world 

$3.9 billion (2003)***

Around 200 million
women have an unmet
need for contraceptive 

services**

* ** ** Source: Adding it up: The benefits of investing in sexual and reproductive healthcare, Alan Guttmacher Institute. 2004.

Millennium Development Goals
4. Reduce Child Mortality

5. Improve Maternal Health

Prevents…

• 187 million unintended pregnancies
• 60 million unplanned births
• 105 million induced abortions
• 22 million spontaneous abortions
• 2.7 million infant deaths
• 215,000 pregnancy-related deaths
• 685,000 children from losing their mothers

Would prevent a further…

• 52 million unintended pregnancies
• 23 million unplanned births
• 22 million induced abortions
• 7 million spontaneous abortions
• 1.4 million infant deaths
• 142,000 pregnancy-related deaths
• 505,000 children from losing their mothers
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